Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 200 K; mean (C-C) = 0.011 Å; R factor = 0.049; wR factor = 0.101; data-to-parameter ratio = 21.4.
The Mn II ion in the title complex, [MnI 2 (C 10 H 8 N 2 ) 2 ], is sixcoordinated in a distorted cis-N 4 I 2 Mn octahedral environment by four N atoms of the two chelating 2,2 0 -bipyridine ligands and two iodide anions. As a result of the different trans effects of the N and I atoms, the Mn-N bonds trans to the I atom are slightly longer than the Mn-N bonds trans to the N atom. The dihedral angle between the approximately planar ligands [maximum deviation = 0.064 (7) Å ] is 75.0 (1)
. Numerous inter-and intramolecular -interactions between the pyridyl rings are present, the shortest centroid-centroid distance being 3.905 (5) Å . The structure reported herein represents a new monoclinic polymorph of the previously reported monoclinic (P2 1 /c) form [Ha (2011) . Z. Kristallogr. New Cryst. Struct. 226, [187] [188] .
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For the P2 1 /c polymorph, see: Ha (2011).
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Comment
The crystal structure of the title complex, [MnI 2 (bipy) 2 ] (bipy = 2,2'-bipyridine, C 10 H 8 N 2 ), was previously reported in the monoclinic space group P2 1 /c (Ha, 2011). The structure presented herein is essentially the same as the published structure and represents a new monoclinic polymorph with the space group C2/c.
The Mn
II ion in the complex is six-coordinated in a considerably distorted octahedral environment by four N atoms of the two chelating bipy ligands and two iodide anions in a cis-N 4 I 2 coordination geometry (Fig. 1) . The tight N-Mn-N chelating angles and the I-I repelling (Table 1) In the crystal structure, the complex displays numerous inter-and intramolecular π-π interactions between the pyridyl rings, the shortest ring centroid-centroid distance being 3.905 (5) Å (Fig. 2 ).
Experimental
To a solution of MnI 2 (0.3078 g, 0.997 mmol) in EtOH (30 ml) was added 2,2'-bipyridine (0.3131 g, 2.005 mmol) and stirred for 3 h at room temperature. The precipitate was separated by filtration, washed with acetone and dried at 50 °C, to give a yellow powder (0.0854 g). Crystals suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained by slow evaporation from a methanol solution. supplementary materials sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . The structure of the title complex, with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 40% probability level for non-H atoms. Fig. 2 . View of the unit-cell contents of the title complex. 
